
Reading List 2021-22  AP US History (APUSH) 

 

You will be required to read either one of the following biographies or one of the topical works.  

You will be required to have read one of these choices by the beginning of the school year.  In 

other words, over the summer.  You are to choose either a biography or a topical work 

from the lists labelled (1) for your summer book.  For this book, you will answer an essay-

type question in class, with a format similar to a Free Response question on the AP exam. They 

are arranged chronologically to coincide with the material covered in class. The first essay will 

be given the first week of school.  You must send me an e-mail over the summer informing me 

which is your FIRST book choice.  I’ve tried to create a list of books with some broad interest, 

which have been written by a variety of popular and serious historians and novelists.   PLEASE 

E-MAIL MR. SMEADER AT HIS SCHOOL E-MAIL ADDRESS BY JULY 15 WITH 

YOUR SELECTION.  THAT WAY, YOU CAN AVOID READING THE “WRONG 

BOOK.”  Once we begin classes in the fall, I will give you a more complete list so that you may 

choose the other two books that you must read by the end of the school year for the class. 

 

Biographies 

Summer Reading (1) 
 

Alexander Hamilton by Ron Chernow 

 

His Excellency, George Washington by Joseph Ellis 

 

Benjamin Franklin:  An American Life by Walter Isaacson 

 

John Adams by David McCullough 

 

Andrew Jackson:  His Life and Times by H. W. Brands 

 

 

 

Topical Works 

 

Summer Reading (1) 
 

Carnage and Culture by Victor Davis Hanson 

 

Mayflower by Nathaniel Philbrick 

 

Revolutionary Characters: What made the Founders Different by Gordon Wood 

 

1776 by David McCullough 

 

The Drillmaster of Valley Forge by Paul Lockhart 

 



In the Hurricane’s Eye: The Genius of George Washington and the Victory at Yorktown by 

Nathaniel Philbrick 

 

Washington’s Crossing by David Hackett Fischer 

 

Undaunted Courage:  Meriwether Lewis, Thomas Jefferson and the Opening of the American 

West by Stephen Ambrose 

 

1812:  The War that Forged a Nation by Walter R. Borneman 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 


